


Founder’s Message: Aarav Modi
As we are in the middle of summer, we tend to lay back and tell ourselves that we can relax. This usually 
happens for students and not much work gets done during the summer. In fact, if you have a two-month 
break, you could do so many things that you never got to try before. With The Young Opinion team going into 
a summer break, I started to notice some major laziness in the team and most of all, in myself. However, I 
could not let this magazine be delayed for another two months like the first edition. I decided that our team 
consisting of ten teens just entering high school, could not produce an article and a blog every week and we 
could not focus on our various social media accounts. Which is why I would like to welcome our bloggers: 
Omer, Janvi, Eshal, Vincent, Hereem and Noureen and Ahemd and Hadia as new artists! Welcome to the 
team and for our readers, stay safe and have a good read!

About Us
    As “The Young Opinion”, we 
are a group of young 
individuals who strive to 
express our unique 
perspectives to the world 
through this creative medium. 
We make it our priority to 
educate and empower young 
audiences and encourage them 
to display their talents and 
thoughts through 
opportunities presented by our 
magazine. Our team consists of 
youths with talents in a variety 
of facets ranging from 
journalism, photography to 
even various types of art. We 
take pride in being the next 
generation and try our very 
best to use the skills we have to 
spread awareness on topics, we 
as youth feel need to be 
addressed. As a group, we 
collectively feel, that no matter 
how long it takes and no 
matter how small each step, we 
will try to the best of our 
abilities, to make sure our 
voices are heard.



“I have a dream…” ~ Martin Luther King Jr. A very very 
familiar saying to us all. MLK’s dream was to create a 
future where humans of all cultures, religions, skin, 

beliefs, shapes, sizes, are welcomed into an accepting 
society. Some of us may be under the assumption that 

MLK’s dream has been accomplished, but with all these 
protests, riots and change happening, has it really? 

MLK wanted us all to work together, changing 
stereotypes and society norms for a better tomorrow . 

However, we let history repeat itself...again. People 
have in numerous  instances grown and learned from 
their past to create a better future, but how is that we 

let Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Ahmad Arbery, 
Elijah McClain, and innumerable  other individuals die 

because of their racial differences . 

In one way or another, we can see that because of this 
protest, riots, and change we are learning to demolish 

the prejudiced  perspectives people have on one another 
and instead  beginning  to accept each other for who we 

truly are . With change taking place, society is finally 
able to make headway towards combating racism. With 
the revolution of #BLM, other issues across the world 

are being addressed and in general humanity is coming 
together and learning what it means to be part of a 

unified front once again. People are finally starting to 
recognize the crisis in Yemen, the raging war in 

Palestine, age-old police brutality, countless types of 
inequality, and many other global issues. Together we 

are working towards a  planet that respects anyone and 
everyone; no matter skin, race, religion, culture, 

identity, etc. 

Why should you care about BLM and other 
current issues ?

It is important for everyone in the world to care about 
BLM and other issues  occurring in the world right now. 
No matter your race, skin, religion, culture, or age. 
Black people have been oppressed for years, and the 
fact that after so many years, there still is oppression 

Racism and Change against the black community...we have to question 
ourselves. Just because it does not bother you or 
affect you in any way does not mean you shouldn’t 
care. You have a role to play in this revolution so 
don’t stay silent but instead speak up and be a part of 
this change. .. This does not only apply to the BLM 
revolt but also the humanitarian crisis in yemen and 
many others.   Try to be proactive about these issues, 
ask yourself “What can I do on my part to help make 
a positive change and make someone’s life a little 
better?” because it is everyone’s job to make the 
world we live in a better place. 

How Has The Black Community Helped 
Society

During the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s to 
1960s led by honourable MLK, several issues 
including social, legal, political and cultural changes 
were addressed. Voices were raised against prejudice, 
loud and clear for the government to recognize. 
Another notable action is that of the Bryant Family 
Foundation which has a  goal to significantly reduce 
the number of homeless people in Los Angeles. The 
founders of this amazing organization are the 
respected Kobe and Vanessa Bryant . Another great 
foundation was founded by Arthur Ashe, a great 
tennis athlete who has accomplished many 
astounding things in his career and began the Arthur 
Ashe Foundation for the defeat of AIDS. The 
foundation’s goal was to spread awareness about the 
disease and advice on teaching safe sex education.  

By Earagan Nimalan 



Racism and Change (Contd.)

What can you do to be proactive in these 
times?

● Post on your social media accounts in order 
to spread the word to others about what’s 
going in the world

● Support black-owned stores as it is very 
important that we as a society stand 
together 

● Attend a protest/rally, and fight for the right 
cause supporting the right motive     

● Sign petitions that focus on issues that can 
be spoken upon and changed (e.g. arrest the 
killers of Breonna Taylor, donate to the 
Yemeni Crisis and etc) 

● Donate money to GoFundMe’s or other 
organizations that accept donations -Don’t 
stay silent and be afraid to speak up about 
what you believe is right, use your voice to 
make a positive change

● Write to your local MP and other people that 
can help make a change and fight for change

● Educate yourself about the current issues, 
and be sure to double check the source of 
information and how accurate it is



Education is crucial to our society. It shapes our lives and it serves as the foundation for everything that we will 
further learn in our adulthood. The system allows us to learn the basic skills required in life, like reading, writing 
and math. As we gradually learn what direction we want our lives and careers to go towards, the system can help 
pave the way by giving specific courses in high schools, colleges and universities. School also gives us the 
opportunities to make friends and build our social skills as we start to meet different types of people in our life. We 
also develop many extra-curricular skills, specializing in activities we enjoy such as sports, music, debating and 
many more. However, the idea of the education system is to create more workers instead of leaders. While doing 
so, very few schools encourage creativity and entrepreneurship.  

Education Systems
By Aarav Modi

Albert Einstein had once said, “Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a 
fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it 
is stupid”. Our education system is too controlling for young minds. If a 
student does not have much academic knowledge but is very talented in 
another area such as the arts, then he/she will have to attend another 
school. This can only happen when someone notices the student’s 
passion for the arts but the education system will not focus on one 
specific area in which the student excels at. They will also point out how 
they are excelling in the arts but that may be looked down upon when 
finding a career path in the future. This is also because of the extremely
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 structured curriculum. Ideas that are not part of the assigned rubric for a certain assignment are almost 
immediately disregarded. That being said, students may not be able to succeed in this system since it may not 
encourage their curiosity and personal passions, and sometimes may cause some students to completely lose their 
imagination and originality.

The excitement of learning is not found in many schools. One factor to this may be its strict curriculum, but it 
might also may be the dread of going back to school on Monday. If the students do not believe in a certain part of 
the curriculum, then they will have to keep it to themselves since the teachers may not justify why their reasoning 
is right. There is limited encouragement to new realities or inquisitive questions because the teachers are focused 
on completing the pre-established work set in stone in a workbook. We have been told that we need good grades to 
get into a good college or university to obtain a good job but not because it is amazing to learn new things and the 
opportunity to learn anything is endless. This system gives students the mindset that they should take easy classes 
to get better grades so that they can get into a good college or university. However, it is not the system’s fault for 
making them think that way. When students genuinely do not want to complete an assignment because they do not 
have to or they will not get marked on it, they blame the system which is as wrong as making students study for 
grades instead of knowledge.

Throughout this article, I have explained the flaws in the education system. Although there are many flaws, we 



Education Systems (Contd.)

must understand that this system was established 
and structured in the 1850s (to create obedient 
workers and soldiers). For the current and upcoming 
generations, it is quite outdated. If students are 
happy to get a break from school while millions suffer 
from a deadly virus, then the education system needs 
to change. The world values and needs people with 
creative and innovative minds, with the ability to 
come up with original thoughts. The education 
system is not appreciated as much as it used to be. 
Here are several ways to improve it - 

1. To improve the style of teaching.

Teachers are another factor as to why students may 
not enjoy school very much. Not all teachers 
demotivate students, many teachers are the reason 
some students enjoy school, myself included. Giving 
lectures and teaching students in large masses can 
prove to be confusing and dull to students, owing to 
the difference in each of their academic prowess. To 
further develop and explore their passions and areas 
of interest, teachers need to spend some independent 
time with their students. To understand why this 
style of teaching was made compulsory, we must 
understand that not much funding goes towards 
schools. Tutoring and homeschooling are more costly 
and time-consuming than in this manner.

2. To enforce the community’s opinion about the 
education system.

During the past decades, the education system (it 
may be different for some parts of the world) has 

pushed away from the parents’ opinion about 
what should happen in the school system. This 
results in poor academic performance. A large 
factor as to how a child performs in school is 
because of their life at home. Parents have a 
tremendous influence on a child’s personal and 
academic development and personality and 
they can also have some prominent opinions 
about how their children’s schooling can 
improve. 

Many factors contribute to a child’s motivation 
for learning and development. One of them is 
the education system but another large factor 
is the students themselves. If they do not want 
to learn or study for their own benefit, and 
instead rather for good grades, then they will 
have to blame something or someone for their 
lack of motivation.

Education is a gift that we must perfect for the 
better.  



     After a little over three months out of school 
and trading the traditional classroom for online 
classes, the return to schools was inevitable. 
Different provinces, states and cities have 
contrasting approaches when dealing with this 
topic, but there is constant debate about whether 
it would be in the public's' best interest. 
Nevertheless, officials have determined three 
options that families can choose from in 
preparation for the coming school year. This can 
mean anything, from normal school day routines 
with added safety protocols, smaller class sizes 
with both online and physical learning, to 
complete e-learning for the entire school year.

     Regarding the topic of students returning to 
school, both those in support and against it have 
valid points. There have been arguments stating 
that while staying home may protect physical 
health, the same cannot be said for mental health. 
WHO (The World Health Organization) and other 
professionals have said that mental stress, anxiety 
and fear can become more and more common 
because of isolation. Not only this, but students 
are also missing out on the structure and routine 
they are used to losing the support system, friends 
and classmates, they may have had in a school 
environment. While there are still concerns about 
Covid-19 and if students are in danger if they 
choose to return, school boards along with 
governments are working hard to make the 
transition as safe as possible. An added positive to 
this whole equation, is the fact that parents can 
continue with online schooling if they have any 
safety concerns.

    

     

Back To School
By Siya Patel

    Of the three options provided, the first is to 
resume normal schooling, with additional health 
protocols put in place. This would entail things like 
extra sanitization, possibly more custodians and 
janitors as well as frequent washing of hands to 
name just a few. According to statistics, children 
are not likely to be infected, representing close to 
just 2% of cases in the USA. Nothing much can be 
said about whether or not they can act as carriers 
and transmit the disease to their families, which 
can pose a problem. The second option is to teach 
with reduced class sizes, having to say only 15 
students in the classroom at a time, alternating 
days to enable social distancing and better 
sanitization. Those students not physically present 
can follow along with the lesson online, ensuring 
that they are still learning. Last but not least, there 
is the option of keeping learning completely 
online, which many are against for a variety of 
reasons. Lack of motivation along with 
technology-related issues, the curriculum is harder 
to cover for both the teacher and the student. At 
this point, the second approach seems to be the 
most reasonable though a more detailed plan is 
necessary before it is put in place.

    Ultimately, it can be said that even amid all the 
chaos brought by the pandemic, we must 
transition back into a lifestyle as normal as 
possible. This includes things like returning to 
work or school, just with added health protocols to 
ensure everyone is protected. Though the final call 
is up to parents, the upcoming school year is sure 
to be unique. After all, the circumstances are quite 
the opposite of ordinary.
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Indigenous rights have occurred to be a broad topic for some time, and there is a reason for 
that. Everyone has now realized how they have been discriminated against over the years, and how it 
was incorrect. This was their land and they didn’t have rights. They couldn’t receive an education, they 
couldn’t even fish or hunt even though it was one of their main food sources. Still, at the moment there 
remain decades of undoing systematic discrimination against Indigenous people in Canada. They 
don’t have access to safe and clean drinking water which proposes many major health problems in the 
Indigenous communities. Although the government continues to delay efforts to advance Indigenous 
rights in Canada, as you know as one of the most water-rich countries in the world. 

As everyone slowly understood indigenous struggles, they started to have equal rights and 
these rights include, rights to the land, rights to subsistence resources and activities, the right to 
practice their own culture and customs including language and religion, the right to enter into treaties, 
rights to clean water, and the right to get education. With these rights, aboriginals finally get to their full 
potential and now are living the life they always strived for. They have many advantages such as the 
right to not pay federal or provincial taxes on certain goods and services while living or working on 
reserves. Despite this advantage, many aboriginals intend to have equal rights for everyone. 

The aboriginals don’t want advantages, they want equal rights for everyone. This is how they 
want the government to be. The Indigenous people have gone through many situations, and they want 
to use their situations into lessons. They have learned most of their characteristics by the Seven 
Grandfather Teachings. According to the story, a child was chosen to be taught by the seven 
grandfathers. He was taught the lessons of Love, Respect, Bravery, Truth, Honesty, Humility, and 
Wisdom. Before leaving the seven grandfathers, they told him, “Each of these teachings must be used 
with the rest. You cannot have Wisdom without Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility, and Truth”. 
Over the years, aboriginals exposed these teachings all over Canada, and students now are learning 
them in class. Therefore, everyone should have equal rights and that indicates that Indigenous people 
have rights too.

Indigenous Rights 
By Anshul Modi


